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In  House  of  Representatives,    ~) 
November  25,  1853.      > 

Mr.  Pottle  of  Warren,  offered  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  which,  upon  motion,  were  taken  up  and  adop- 
ted. 

Whereas,  by  a  joint  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly, 
provision  was  made  for  the  solemnization  of  Thursday  the 
24th.  inst.,  as  a  day  of  thanksgiving,  in  accordance  with  a 
Proclamation  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  whereas, 
a  joint  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  have  discharg- 
ed their  duty  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Members  of  the  Gener- 
al Assembly,  in  the  selection  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Talmage  as 
the  Clergyman  on  the  occasion,  and  whereas,  the  discourse 
delivered, from  the  importance  of  the  truths  therein  contained, 
ought  to  be  printed  and  distributed:     Therefore  be  it, 

Resolved,  By  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  a  com- 
mittee of  three  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker,  for  the  puposc 
of  calling  on  the  Rev.  Dr.  Talmage,  and  requesting  of  him  a 
copy  of  the  discourse  delivered  by  him  on  Thursday,  Thanks- 
giving day,  for  publication,  and  that  said  committee  so  ap- 
pointed, be  authorised  to  have  five  hundred  copies  of  the 
same  printed,  for  the  use  of  the  Members  of  the  House. 

Committee  appointed  under  the  above  resolution,  by  the 
Speaker,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pottle.— Messrs.  Pottle,  Latham, 
and  Crittenden, 


House  of  Representatives,    }■' 
November  26,  1853.    >, 

Eev'd  Dr.  Talmage, 

Rev'd  and  dear  sir: 

The  undersigned  have  been  appointed  a  Committee 
by  the  Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
tender  you  their  acknowledgements  for  the  appropriate  dis- 
course delivered  by  you  on  Thursday,  Thanksgiving  day, 
and  to  request  a  copy  of  the  same  for  publication.  In  accor- 
dance with  the  unanimous  wish  of  the  House,  and  hoping, 
th  it  you  will  place  it  at  our  disposal  for  the  purpose  indica- 
ted 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 
Your  ob't  servants^. 

E.  H.  POTTLE,         ) 

T.  A.  LATHAM,        }  Committee, 

W.  CRITTENDEN,    ) 


Oglethorpe  Univebsity, 
November  30th,  1853. 

Gentlemen: 

On  my  return  home,  after  an  absence  of  several  days,  I 
fo md  your  note,  asking,  by  unanimous  resolution  of  the 
H  use  of  Representatives,  for  a  copy  of  my  Thanksgiving 
discourse  for  publication. 

I  comply  with  the  flattering  request,  although  I  am  not  in- 
sensible, that  I  am  indebted,  for  the    favorable    reception  of 
my  hurried  production,  far   more  to  the  good   feeling  that 
marked  the  occasion,  than  to  any  special  merit  in  the    eiibrL 
With  great  respect, 
I  am,  gentlemen, 
Your  ob't  serv't, 

SAMUEL  K.  TALMAGE. 

Hon.  Messrs.  E.  H.  Pottle,  T.  A.  Latham,  W.  Crittenden, 
Committee,  House  of  Representatives,  Milledgeville. 


THANKSGIVING  DISCOURSE. 

Asa  basis  of  discussion,  and  appropriate  to  the  thoughts 
suggested  by  this  interesting  occasion — a  day  set  apart  for 
public  religious  thanksgiving  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
States  of  the  Union — J.  have  selected  the  following  passages-: 

Deut.  iv,  7:  "For  what  nation  is  there  so  great,  who  hath 
God  so  nigh  unto  them,  as  the  Lord  our  God  is  in  all  things 
that  we  ball  upon  him  foii" 

1st  Chrcn.  xxix,  10-13:  -'Wherefore  David  blessed  the 
Lord  before  all  the  congregation:  and  David  said,  Blessed 
be  thou,  Lord  God  of  Israel,  our  Father,  for  ever  and  ever." 

"Thine, ''O  Lord,  is  the  greatness,  and  the  power,  and  the 
glory,  and  the  victory,  and  the  majesty;  for  all  that  is  in  the 
heaven  and  in  the  earth  is  thine;  thine  is  the  kingdom,  0 
Lord,  and  thou  art  exalted  as  head  above  all. 

"Both  riches  and  honour  come  of  thee,  and  thou  reignest 
over  all;  and  in  thine  hand  it  is  to  make  great,  and  to  give 
•strength  unto  all. 

"Now  therefore,  our  God,  we  thank  thee,  and  praise  thy 
glorious  name." 

The  first  of  these  passages,  though  descriptive  of  the  state 
of  the  ancient  Jews,  may  be  transferred  as  an  accurate  and 
graphic  delineation  of  the  state  of  this  great  and  mighty 
nation,  in  relation  to  other  nations  of  the  earth.  The  latter 
passage  declares  the  source  of  all  blessings,  personal  or  na- 
tional— riches  and  honor,  and  power  and  might  come  from 
God,  and  it  isourduty  in  our  personal  and  collective  capac- 
ity to  honour  and  praise  his  glorious  name. 

Greatness,  both  individual  and  national,  men  are  quick  to 
learn,  so  far  as  ministers  to  the  pride  of  the  human  heart, 
but  to  eye  the  hand  of  God  in  our  blessings,  and  to  lie  low 
before  him  in  humble  and  grateful  acknowledgments  of  his 
benefits,  is  a  duly  our  depravity  and  forgetfulness  of  God 
make  us  slow  to  discharge.  And  yet  nothing  is  clearer 
from  enlightened  reason,  and  especially  from  inspired  truth, 
than  our  obligation  in  all  our  relations  to  acknowledge  the 
hand  of  God  as  the  source  of  every  good. 

As  the  national  character  of  men  exists  only  in  this  world, 
their  curses  and   blessings  can    be   suffered  or  enjoyed,  as 
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such,  only  in  this  world;  and  therefore  we  might  expect  to 
find,  as  we  do  find,  abundant  reference  in  the  Bible  to  such 
tacts. 

God  appeals  to  nations  as  such — He  informs  us  in  his  word 
that  he  is  the  "Governor  amoii"  the  nations."  He  calls  him- 
self "the  King  of  the  nations."  He  tells  us  that  ''Righteous- 
ness exalteth  a  nation,  but  sin  is  a  reproach  to  anv  people," 
— that  "Blessed  is  that  nation  whose  God  is  the  Lord."  He 
tells  uSj  on  the  other  hand,  that  "the  nation  that  will  not 
serve  him  shall  perish" — that  "The  wicked  shall  be  turned 
into  helly  and  all  the  nations  that  forget  God." 

God  uses  nations  as  instruments  to  scourge  each  other  for 
their  sins,  "And  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  hot  against  Is- 
rael; and  ho  said,  Because  this  people  hath  transgressed  my 
covenant  which  I  commanded  their  fathers,  and  have  not 
hearkened  unto  my  voice,  I  also  will  not  henceforth  drive  out 
from  before  them  of  the  nations  which  Joshua  left  when  he 
died — that  through  them  I  may  prove  Israel,  whether  they 
will  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord,  to  walk  therein,  as  their  fa^ 
thers  did  keep  it,  or  not — -Therefore  the  Lord  left  those  na- 
nations  without  driving  them  out  hastily,  neither  delivered 
he  them  into  the  hands  of  Joshua." — Judges  ii.  20 — 22. 

God  notices  national  sins  and  national  repentance;  and  by 
Jeremiah  c.  xviii, — v.  7 — 10.  informs  us  "At  what  instant  I 
shall  speak  concerning  a  nation  and  concerning  a  kingdom, 
to  pluck  up  and  to  pull  down,  and  to  destroy  it.  If  that  na- 
tion against  whom  I  have  pronounced,  turn  from  their  evil, 
I  will  repent  of  the  evil  that  I  thought  to  do  unto  them.  And 
at  what  instant  I  shall  speak  concerning  a  nation  ami  con- 
cerning a  kingdom,  to  build  and  to  plant  it.  If  it  do  evil  in 
ray  sight,  that  it  obey  not  my  voice,  then  will  I  repent  of  the 
good  wherewith  I  said  I  would  benefit  them.." 

Whilst  the  Jews  feared  God,  they  were  safe  from  danger: 
and  when  the  Assyrian  host,  sufficient  to  devour  them,  en- 
camped against  them,  God  sent  down  an  angel,  and  by 
night  destroyed  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand  of 
the  foe,  so- that  they  fled  away.  And  although  he  does  not 
work  by  miracle  now,  yet  by  an  equally  potent  Providence? 
He  secretly  and  powerfully  guards  those  nations  who  honor 
him.  Those  that  honor  God,  he  will  honor;  those  th&t  de- 
spise Him  shall  be  lightly  esteemed.  "Honor  the  Lord  with 
thy  substance,  and  with  the  first  fruits  of  thine  increase,  so 
shall  thy  barns  be  filled  with  plenty,  and  thy  presses  shall 
burst  out  with  new  wine."' 


While  Napoleon  confined  himself  within  proper  limits,  he 
prospered.  When  his  ambition  drove  him  to  acts  of  ag- 
gression, and  he  had  done  his  work  as  the  scourge  of  na- 
tions, God  arrested  him  in  his  mad  career,  and  sent  him  to 
pine  away  on  a  lonely  and  desolate  island,  until  in  a  raging 
lever  he  died,  imagining:  that  the  ocean  lashed  into  fury  bv 
the  tempest,  was  his  army  whom  he  was  ordering  to  victory 
and  conquest.  In  the  phrenzyand  furor  of  delirium  he  mis- 
took the  death  struggle  for  the  struggle  of  the  battfe-field. — 
And  wo  to  that  nation  who,  from  ambition,  a  love  of  con- 
quest or  aggrandizement,  forgets  its  dependance  on  God, 
and  its  obligations  to  the  laws  of  truth  and  justice! 

That  God  should  take  cognisance  and  account  of  the  char- 
acter of  nations  and  of  the  agencies  and  influences  brought 
to  bear  upon  them,  will  be  obvious  from  the  consideration  of 
the  moulding  power  of  a  people  on  their  successors.  Suc- 
ceeding generations  gain  their  type  one  from  another  in  long 
progression.  National  character  is  reproduced  with  almost 
as  unvarying  a  certainty  and  uniformity  as  the  leaves  of  a 
free  or  the  fruits  of  a  plant.  Disturbing  causes  for  the  bet- 
ter or  the  worse  may  come  in,  but  the  general  strong  current 
usually  bears  them  away.  There  is  no  power  but  Christian- 
ity that  can  rapidly  influence  a  people  for  good;  and  even 
that  is  modified  and  retarded  powerfully  by  the  deeplv- 
rooted  habits  of  evil  it  has  to  encounter. 

It  is  our  duty  to  honor  God  by  public  thanksgiving. 

Among  the  ancient  Jews,  God  by  Moses  instituted  various 
annual  religious  festivals,  which  tended  beautifully  to  remind 
the  people  of  the  goodness  of  God  to  them  as  a  nation — to 
inflame  their  religious  gratitude,  and  to  cultivate  their  devo- 
tion. By  appropriate  symbols  and  memorials  the  rising  gen- 
eration was  taught  the  history  of  their  fathers,  and  the  adults 
were  reminded  of  the  past. 

At  their  Pentecost  in  the  early  summer,  there  was  an  offer- 
ing of  the  first  fruits  of  the  fields,  and  the  firstlings  of  the 
flock.  In  the  fall  season,  when  the  harvest  had  been  gar- 
nered and  stored  away — in  the  month  of  Tirzi  (answering 
to  our  September,)  the  people,  in  the  Feasts  of  Tabernacles 
and  Trumpets,  were  called  upon  to  record  the  goodness  of 
God  in  making  the  fields  yield  their  increase,  and  in  supply- 
ing the  wants  of  man  and  beast.  The  silver  trumpets  were 
sounded,  and  the  welkin  rang  with  the  glad  Hozannahs  of 
the  people. 

Although  the  Mosaic  economy   with   its   tvthes  and  offer- 


ings  and  appointed  feasts  is  abolished,  and  the  greater  lib- 
erty of  the  Christian  dispensation  has  left  it  to  the  discretion 
and  piety  of  the  people  to  say  what  they  will  give  to  God, 
and  what  days  (with  the  exception  of  the  Christian  Sabbath,) 
they  will  set  apart  for  worship,  still  it  has  been  a  lime-hon- 
ored custom  with  christian  nations  and  rulers,  to  set  apart 
seasons  of  thanksgiving  for  special  mercies  enjoyed,  and  of 
humiliation  under  the  judgments  of  Heaven. 

Our  early  American  Congress  consisted  of  wise  men,  to 
discern  the  signs  of  the  times  and  their  obligations  to  God. 

They  set  the  example  of  proclaiming  national  thanksgiv- 
ings, when  victory  perched  on  the  standard  of  their  loved 
country,  and  they  called  upon  the  people  to  prostrate  them- 
selves in  the  dust  by  days  ot  appointed  humiliation  when 
darkness  covered  the  land. 

It  reflects  no  small  honor  on  that  venerable  hand  of  patri- 
ots, that  they  ordered  an  edition  of  the  Bible  to  be  published 
that  the  people  generally  might  read  the  inspired  word  of 
God.  And  it  may  be  proper  here  to  record  an  incident  that 
occured  in  the  Convention  that  framed  our  National  Consti- 
tution. There  sat  the  august  form  of  Washington  in  the 
chair,  surrounded  by  such  venerable  sages  as  Franklin,  Ham- 
ilton, Sherman,  Gerry,  Madison,  Rutledge,  Patrick  Henry. 
The  grave  question  was  under  discussion,  shall  the  smaller 
States  have  an  equal  representation  with  the  larger  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  American  Senate?  New  York,  Pennsylva- 
nia, Virginia,  stoutly  resisted  the  proposition.  New  Jersey, 
Delaware,  Khode  Island,  violently  protested  against  a  dis- 
tinction between  Sovereign  States,  and  threatened  to  dis- 
solve the  Convention.  The  body  was  agitated  to  the  intens- 
est  degree.  In  this  fearful  crisis  the  philosopher  Franklin 
arose — Franklin  who  had  snatched  the  thunderbolt  from  the 
skies,  and  tamed  and  taughl  it  to  sport  innocently  at  his  feet. 
Franklin  moved  an  adjournment,  and  proposed  that  when 
the  Convention  re-assemble,  a  chaplain  be  in  attendance,  to 
ask  wisdom  and  guidance  from  Heaven  on  their  delibera- 
tions. One  flippant,  sceptical  member  was  found  bold 
enough  to  ridicule  the  suggestion,  and  to  deny  that  they 
needed  wisdom  from  above — but  he  was  frowned  down  by 
a  look  of  indignant  scorn  from  the  chair.  The  proposition 
was  adopted — the  blessing  of  heaven  was  sought — the  storm 
was  dissipated — the  country  was  saved.  I  would  that  the 
Sessions  of  every  Legislative  Assembly  ot  our  Land  were 
opened  with  prayer. 

In  the  review   of  the  past   year,  the  people  of  Georgia 


have  much  for  which  to  thank  God.  Whilst  other  portions 
of  the  land  have  been  awfully  scourged  with  disease,  whilst 
pestilence,  or  perhaps  more  properly  plague,  has  opened  in 
other  places  the  most  melting  and  heart-rending  scenes  of 
distress — health  has  abounded  in  our  borders.  With  the 
exception  of  a  few  limited  scenes  of  severe  suffering  of  dis- 
ease of  which,  perhaps,  Franklin  County  has  been  the 
severest  sufferer — it  has  been  a  remarkable  season  of  health 
in  our  bounds. 

The  industrial  pursuits  have  been  prospered — internal  im- 
provement has  gone  forward  with  rapid  strides,  greatly  en- 
hancing the  value  of  properly  and  developing  immense  re- 
sources of  profit  and  power  hitherto  locked  up.  The  agri- 
culturist has  been  favored  with  an  ample  crop.  God  seem- 
ed atone  time  to  be  closing  the  windows  of  heaven,  and 
famine  seemed  to  stare  us  in  the  face.  This  was  but  to  show 
us  our  entire  dependence  on  God.  After  teaching  us  that 
lesson,  he  commanded  the  clouds  to  come  over  us,  end  the 
voice  of  plenty  cheers  our  dwellings. 

Our  beloved  country  is  happy  in  its  position,  happy  in  its 
relations,  happy  in  its  laws.  We  have  no  internal,  or  exter- 
nalfbe,  seriously  to  endanger  our  peace  at  this  lime*  Our 
-constitution,  our  laws,  our  liberties,  have  cost  oceans  ot 
blood,  and  ages  of  sacrifice  and  toil,  but  not  to  us.  We 
have  nothing  to  ask  for,  but  thankful  hearts,  and  wisdom  to 
improve  and  guard  what  we  possess. 

Do  we  feel  that  to  God  we  are  indebted  for  all  our  mer- 
cies? He  put  those  Bible  influences  into  the  hearts  of  our 
ancestors,  and  infused  that  love  of  religious  liberty  that 
brought  them  here  ;  He  allowed  their  colonial  suffer- 
ings and  their  common  toils  in  the  revolutionary  war,  that 
he  might  season  them  to  self-discipline,  and  self-endurance, 
and  common  sympathy  towards  each  other,  which  qualified 
them  to  become  one  homogenious,  harmonious  people. 

We  may  ask  ourselves  why  we  have  riches,  and  wisdom, 
and  power,  and  plenty  and  liberty?  And  the  only  rational 
reply  is,  "the  goodness  oi  the  Lord."  *  "Both  riches  and 
honor,"  says  the  Psalmist  in  his  prayer,  "come  of  thee,  and 
thou  reignest  over  all;  and  in  thine  hand  is  power  and  might; 
and  in  thine  hand  it  is  to  make  great  and  to  give  strength 
unto  all," 

Why  were  we  not  born  among  the  Hottentots,  or  inhabi- 
tants of  Madagascar — among  cannibals  or  savages?  Why 
were  we  not  reared  under  the  government  of  the   Arch    Ty- 
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rnut  of  Naples — or  the  cruel  Duke  of  Tuscany — or  why  are 
wo  not  agitated  by  intestine  feuds,  and  ever-varying  govern- 
ments and  dynasties  like  the  people  of  Mexico  or  South  A- 
meffefl?  Or  why  are  we  not  ruled  by  the  ambitious  despot 
of  Russia?  Why  arc  we  not  like  the  French,  restless  and 
uneasy — too  enlightened  to  rest  satisfied  under  the  tyrant's 
scepter,  and  yet  too  irreligious  and  immoral  to  endure  the 
mild  rule  of  a  republic?  Why  are  we  not  among  the  poor 
Waldenses  of  the  mountains  of  Piedmont,  drawing  a  re- 
luctant sustenance  from  barren  hills  and  rocks?  Or  win- 
was  notour  lot  cast  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  sands  of 
Central  Africa,  and  we  living  at  a  slight  remove  above  the 
beasts  of  the  forest? 

God  has  given  us  our  happy  home,  made  up  of  a  fertile 
soil — a  healthy  clime,  good  laws,  free  government,  and 
christian  privilege. 

Though  our  lands  were  fertile  and  our  climate  balm}%  and 
that  were  all,  so  is  that  of  Ireland — but  her  people  are  not 
happy  for  want  of  fostering  laws  and  religion. 

Though  our  plains  and  valleys  were  inexhaustible,  and 
this  was  all  our  goodly  inheritance — so  were  the  plains  of 
Sodom  and  Gomorrow.  But  what  is  this  without  a  chris- 
tian people?  What  were  the  lands  of  Sodom  worth  on  the 
day  of  Heaven's  vengeance? 

God  has  made  us  a  law-loving  and  a  law-abiding  people. 
And  whilst  the  right  arm  of  the  law  in  other  lands  is  a  regi- 
ment of  dragoons  with  bristling  bayonet  and  loaded  mus- 
ket— an  unarmed  constable  can  walk  through  the  crowd 
with  us  and  effectually  command  the  peace — enlightened 
and  purified  and  christian  public  opinion,  arms  the  law 
with  majesty  and  power. 

In  reminding  the  Israelites  of  their  privileges,  blessings 
and  responsibilities,  Moses  put  to  them  the  question  of  our 
Text,  "For  what  nation  is  there  so  great,  who  hath  God  so 
nich  unto  them,  as  the  Lord  our  God  is  in  all  things  that  we 
call  upon  him  for?" 

A  glance  at  other  nations  and  the  present  state  of  the 
world  will  illustrate  the  truth  of  this  language  as  applied  to 
these  United  States. 

See  France — Glad  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  tyrant  for 
-quietude,  and  for  a  refuge  from  the  agrarianism  of  the  com- 
munists and  Red   Republicans. 

Austria — weak  and  trembling — ruling  with  an  iron  rod — 
her  subjects  dissatisfied — Lombardy,  her   fairest  province, 
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twrfy  vrailing  for  a  favorable  opportunity  to  break  the  chains. 

German;/ — everywhere  agitated  with  a  political  ground 
swell  that  may  ere  long  be  accelerated  into  an  earthquake. 

Tuscany,  Rome  and  Naples — cruel  and  oppressive — their 
groaning  people  ready  to  revolt — their  prisons  rilled  with  the 
lovers  of  liberty  and  the  lovers  of  the  Bible. 

Prussia. — whose  king  has  given  more  enlightenment  to  the 
masses  than  any  people  of  Europe  except  Scotland  enjoys, 
and  yet  who  doggedly  withholds  from  his  subjects  those  con- 
sul utional  reforms  to  which  his  word  has  long  been  pledged. 

Russia — governed  by  a  king  who  seems  to  think  that  "des- 
tinv"  requires  him  to  conquer  Turkey,  and  that  subjects  are 
made  only  for  soldiers — kept  at  bay  from  his  wicked  and 
sinister  projects  only  by  the  tear  of  French  and  English  bay- 
onets. 

Switzerland — menaced  by  Austria  and  other  absolutists^ 
because  she  harbors  refugee  patriots- — but  firm  in  her  repub- 
lican principles  and  in  the  fastnesses  of  her  mountains — and 
yet  ever  and  anon  lashed-  and  agitated  by  internal  factions 
complicated  by  a  triple  controversy  between  conservatives 
and  democrats — Protestants  and  Catholics — Infidels  and 
Christians — so  that  with  these  mixed  elements  the  distant  be- 
holder hardly  knows  with  what  party  to  sympathise. 

Poor  Poland  and  -Hungary,  with  their  peeled  and  despe- 
rate population,  throwing  themselves  by  thousands  into  the 
hands  of  the  Sultan  of  Turkey,  in  order  to  avenge  their  na- 
tional wrongs  on   cruel  and  despotic  Russia. 

Belgium,  with  her  noble  king  lately  offering  to  give  more 
power  to  his  people,  or  even  to  lay  clown  his  sceptre  if  they 
required,  and  yet  menaced  bv  the  envious  eve  of  the  French 
Emperor. 

England — Her  churches  spreading  missions  over  the  hea- 
then world;  her  civil  power  spreading  her  sceptre  over  inde- 
pendent tribes;  the  one  tier  glory,  the  other  her  shame.  Her 
oppressive  taxes,  her  unjust  discriminations  between  the  rich 
and  the  poor,  her  church  and  state  union  producing  oppres- 
sion and  religious  formality,  her  filled  nobles  and  her  hierar- 
chy robbing  the  people  and  pampering  the  proud  aristocracy 
and  beneficed  clergy.  These  are  her  dark  spots.  And  yet 
England,  next  to  America,  is  the  hope  of  the  world.  There 
is  a  steady  irresistible  progress  of  free  principles.  An  En- 
glish lory  is  now  far  in  advance  of  where  an  English  whig 
stood  fifty  years  ago. 

Look  to  another  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  see  China,  with. 
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one  third  of  the  earth's  population.  A  steady,  ^fullering 
hand  of  insurgents  is  marching  from  victory  to  victory 
through  her  teeming  provinces  and  densely  peopled  cities, 
driving  the  usurped  Tartar  dynasty  before  them.  The 
young  Emperor,  pale  and  trembling,  is  said  recently  to  have 
fled  from  his  capital. 

Now  contrast  these  agitations  and  changes  with  our  own 
State. 

While  Europe  is  a  magazine  that  only  needs  a  torch  to 
put  the  whole  continent  into  a  blaze — this  nation,  like  a  huge 
giant  reposes  at  ease,  with  one  arm  resting  on  the  Atlantic, 
the  other  on  the  Pacific— in  the  moral  force  of  her  principles 
;'still  as  the  breeze,  but  dreadful  as  the  storm;"  in  the 
strength  of  the  Union  of  the  States,  a  nation  of  nations — 
"many  like  the  billows,  but  one  like  the  sea."  In  the  agita- 
tion between  the  North  and  the  South,  a  dark  and  lurid 
cloud  lately  arose  that  seemed  to  portend  a  dreadful  storm. 
The  hearts  of  patriots  palpitated,  and  their  countenances 
gathered  paleness  as  the  menacing  tempest  arose.  But  God 
stilled  the  tempest,  and  sunshine  now  gilds  the  glowing  land- 
scape. And  palsied  be  that  tongue,  and  cursed  and  with- 
ered be  that  arm,  that  shall  so  disturb  the  constitutional 
lights  of  any  portion  of  this  nation  as  to  create  a  necessity  to 
sever  the  chords  that  bind  in  one  this  wonder-working,  glo- 
rious republic. 

Aud  now  let  me  say  that  to  sustain  our  liberties  and  spread 
the  blessings  of  our  government,  there  are  stern  duties  to  be 
discharged,  and  serious  evils  to  be  guarded  against.  Re- 
publicanism, in  order  to  work  smoothly  and  safely,  requires 
the  very  highest  style  ofcivilization  among  the  masses.  And 
"the  price  of  liberty  is  perpetual  vigilance." 

1.  We  have  in  Georgia  from  thirty  to  forty  thousand 
adults  who  cannot  read,  and  consequently  cannot  wisely  cast 
their  suffrages.  Judicious  provision  should  be  made,  th'at  a 
common  education  may  be  made  cheap  and*  accessible  at  ev- 
ery point.  An  ignorant  man  is  the  ready  material  to  be 
made  the  dupe  of  the  designing,  the  sport  and  foot-ball  ol  the 
demagogue. 

2.  Family  Government  should  be  a  matter  of  far  greater  at- 
tention. Where  children  are  not  taught  restraint  and  subor- 
dination at  home,  and  where  implicit  obedience  is  not  exact- 
ed from  the  heads  of  families,  a  wild  and  lawless  genera- 
tion will  spring  up  to  endanger  every  interest.  Only  those 
who  are  taught  to  obey   become  fit  to   govern.     It  is  quite 


13' 

time  we  bring  back  the  season  of  }routh  in  our  system  of 
training.  Now,  our  children  leap  from  the  cradle,  at  one  mag- 
nificent bound,  to  become  "young  gentlemen"  and  "young 
ladies."'  A  boy  of  12  will  give  his  opinion  as  oracularly 
and  as  authoritatively  to  a  circle  of  adults,  as  though  he 
were  a  veritable  young  Apollo,  and  nobody  must  presume 
to  question  bis  right  to  enlighten  his  superiors.  A  dwarfed 
and  crippled  manhood  is  the  irresistible  result  of  such  a 
training. 

3.  Industrial  pursuits  need  to  be  promoted.  It  were  well 
could  every  boy  be  practically  taught  some  industrial  em- 
ployment in  connection  with  his  education.  An  idle  people 
will  everywhere  become  more  or  less  dissipated.  Labor 
would  be  more  reputable  to  a  youth,  than  to  be  seen  loafing 
(if  I  may  use  a  bad  word)  about  our  village  hotels,  or  loung- 
ing and  dissipating  about  the  dram  shops. 

4.  The  cause  of  Temperance  should  receive  judicious  and 
energetic  action  from  our  Legislative  bodies.  If  "an  ounce 
of  preventive  is  better  than  a  pound  of  cure,"  we  should  use 
all  proper  means  to  keep  temptations  from  the  young.  The 
fiery  flood  that  rolls  from  a  dram  shop,  like  the  lava  of  a  vol- 
cano, filling  our  alms-houses,  asylums  and  jails,  tyrannising 
over  strong  men,  prostrating  our  youth,  and  sending  woe  in- 
to the  aching  hearts  of  wives  and  children,  must  be  stopped. 
Legislators  should  check  and  control  public  evils,  rather  than 
follow  in  their  wake. 

5.  The  Christain  Sabbath — the  people's  best  instructor — 
the  poor  man's  rest — the  christain's  festival,  must  be  rescued 
from  the  awful  growing  desecration.  God  will  bless  iao  na- 
tion that  despises  his  Sabbaths*  Every  mail  and  every  rail- 
road car  should  pa  ase  in  its  course  on  God's  holy  day. — 
And  is  it  right  to  require  men  to  labor  on  the  Sabbath,  or  be 
ostracised  from  government  employment,  because  of  consci- 
encious  conviction?  It  was  calculated  a  few  years  ago,  that 
40,000  men,  including  post-masters,  agents,  drivers  of  stages, 
lost  their  Sabbath  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  mail. — 
That  number  is  now,  doubtless,  greatly  increased.  And  why 
cannot  we  honour  God  in  this  matter?  Mails  travel  with  five 
times  their  former  speed;  and  the  electric  telegraph  could 
bear  intelligence  in  cases  of  emergency.  It  were  a  noble 
act  would  the  Legislature  of  some  one  State  take  the  initia- 
tive, and  make  an  earnest  appeal  and  remonstrance  to  the 
General  Government  to  stop  the  travel  of  the  mail  on  the 
Lord's  day.     And  why  should  not    Georgia,   "the   Empire 
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'Slate  of  the  Sou*h,"  take  the  lead  in  such  a  work?  She 
-\vould  honor  herself,  and  her  voice  would  be  heard, 
and  her  action  be  hailed  with  acclamation  by  thousands. 

6.  We  need  some  modification  in  our  slave  laws.  Of  the  one 
hundred  million  of  Africans  in  the  world,  I  boldly  affirm  that 
the  three  million,  slaves  of  these  Southern  Statesare  the  hap- 
piest— the  best  conditioned  and  cared  for  of  all.  Let  Aboli- 
tionists rave  and  talk  of  liberty  as  the  grand  panacea  for 
those  to  whom  personal  liberty  would  be  ruin  to  both  soul 
and  body.  Like  all  empyrics  who  have  one  grand  remedy 
for  every  disease,  they  resemble  the  man  who,  smitten  with 
admiration  of  the  superiority  of  gas  light,  wished  that  the  sun 
might  be  blotted  out  and  the  world  be  lighted  up  with  gas. 
While  the  free  negro  of  the  North  is  confessedly  detiorating 
both  in  his  physical  and  moral  character,  and  in  his  unfriend- 
ed situation  is  expelled  by  law  from  State  to  State,  as  a  n  uisance, 
so  that  he  has  no  certain  dwelling  place — the  Southern  slave 
is  advancing  as  rapidly  as  might  be  expected  of  a  race 
who  have  been  debased,  by  long  ages  of  heathenism,  to  the 
lowest  degradation,  physically,  mentally,  and  morally.  Their 
improving  habits  and  knowledge  of  the  useful  arts;  their 
growing  intelligence  and  piety;  are  better  promoted  and  pro- 
tected in  the  bosom  ofchristain  families,  than  they  could  bein 
any  other  possible  position,  in  which  the  same  number  of  the 
race,  in  their  state,  could  be  placed.  It  would  be  a  sad  blow 
to  the  cause  of  humanity,  were  a  sudden  check  given  to  this 
state  of  things,  by  a  change  of  relations.  Let  the  bungling 
experimenter  look  at  the  disastrous  blunders  of  English  leg- 
islators in  their  West  India  possessions.  But  fanaticism,  the 
world  over,  is  incapable  of  sound  reasoning,  Like  certain 
bodily  disorders,  it  yields  to  no  cure  but  time.  The  disease 
must  run  its  course  and  wear  itself  out. 

Notwithstanding,  then,  the  base  slanders,  and  the  gross  car- 
icatures of  impertinent  and  pragmatical  pseudo-philanthro- 
pists, who  do  not  choose  to  understand  the  trial  of  patience 
involved  in  the  effort  to  raise  the  African,  we  must  not  be  dis- 
couraged or  deterred  in  the  benevolent  effort  to  improve  their 
physical  and  moral  state.  The  Providence  of  God  ha< 
placed  them  in  our  hands.  They  are  incapable  of  self-gov- 
ernment, and  we  have  no  more  right  to  turn  them  adrift  than  a 
parent  has  to  turn  from  his  door  his  helpless  children.  It  is 
only  whilst  they  are  in  the  state  of  bondage  that  we  can  be, 
to  so  large  an  extent,  their  benefactors. 

In  the  mean  time  we  have  solemn  responsibilities  in   rela- 
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lion <*D  these  sl^roes.  Whilst  strict  subordination  and  industry 
should  be  required  of  them  for  their  own  good  as  well  as  ours, 
justic^shotild  evQr/nc  tempered  with  mercy  and  humanity, 
The  <gpspel  shtrtUcV  ffc  provided  for  them,  for  they  have  souls, 
and  w'eyiffust  meC'l  them  at  the  bar  of  God-  A  portion  of 
one  jjjifrking  day  of  the  week  should  be  given  to  the  indus- 
trious,, by  way^f  encouragement,  and  as  a  means  of  with- 
drawing from  mem  the  temptation  to  desecrate  the  christian 
sabhalfi   by  lal^r  or  barter. 

Pmjity  of  litS*sfiould  be  fostered   by  encouraging   regular 
marfeojgG;  fatntf"uj3Sjshould  be  kept  together  as  far  as  possible; 


and^jpfovision  shptild  be  made  by   law  that    would    remove 
from  Burdened    men,,  the    power    of*  outraging  public  feel- 
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ing  tiy  separative;  uj 
7.  If  true  religion 


others  and  young  children  in  sale. 


widow  in  theirajftictions  and  in  keeping  himself  unspotted 
from  the  worltf—rif  it  is  to  be  eyes  to  the  blind  and  ears  to 
the  deaf,  and  fe^fej^the  lame — then  we  shalljplease  God  and 
secure  his  favor  .^s  a  people,  by  looking  after  the  wants  of 
the  unfortunat^md  suffering.  The  poor  lunatic,  the  dtaj\ 
the  dumb  and  the  blind,  should  be  tenderly  loooked  after,  and 
liberally  provided  for,  by  ever  christian  State. 

8.  And  finaj%r,  the  spread  of  true  religion  should  be  the 
anxious  care  of/every  citizen.  Morality  is  essential  to  liber- 
ty, and  religion  is  the  only  sure  basis  of  morality.  Let  every 
good  citizen  thei^,  by  example  and  by  assistance,  foster  the 
spread  of  the  gospel,  and  our  liberties  will  be  transmitted  to 
a  distant  posterity,  and  spread  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

And,  as  all  human  governments  must  be  finally  wound  up, 
and  each  man'st^nd  in  person  before  the  throne  of  God  to 
render  an  account,  let  us  all  seek  for  the  liberty  with  which 
Christ  makes  Jiis  people  free,  that  we  may  stand  firm  and 
undismayed  when  "the  war  of  elements,  tne  wreck  of 
matter,  and  the  crush  of  worlds,"  shall  disclose  to  us  the  great 
white  Throne,  and  our  destiny  be  sealed  forever.     Amen. 
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